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Ministers Abdulkader A. Shareef (left) and 
Jakaya M. Kikwete from Tanzania, and 
Ministers Paula Lehtomäki and Erkki Tuomioja
from Finland.
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Press Release on Launching of 
Track Reports: A G-20 summit to 
Bridge North-South Gap

Helsinki Process Track Group reports have been 
released today simultaneously in World Economic 
Forum Annual Meeting, Davos, and World Social 
Forum, Porto Alegre. Helsinki Process Track Groups 
propose in their new reports a leader level G-20 to 
bridge North-South gaps. Track Groups see a need 
for a new instrument for coherent and legitimate 
global leadership. 

January 27, 2005 
08.45 GMT 

Helsinki Process Track Reports launched in Davos and in 
Porto Alegre today: 
Track Groups propose a G-20 summit to bridge 
North-South gap 

DAVOS, Switzerland & PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil, January 27, 
2005 - Helsinki Process Track Groups propose in their new 
reports a leader level G-20 to bridge North-South gaps. 
Track Groups see a need for a new instrument for 
coherent and legitimate global leadership. Helsinki Process 
Track Group reports have been released today 
simultaneously in World Economic Forum Annual Meeting, 
Davos, and World Social Forum, Porto Alegre. 

- We need urgently global political leadership and 
coordinated action to achieve the Millennium Development 
Goals of the UN, Foreign Affairs Ministers of Finland and 
Tanzania Erkki Tuomioja and Jakaya Kikwete, co-chairs of 
the Helsinki Process say. 

For the time being, G-7/8 is the closest suitable forum for 
this, but it is not sufficiently global in its membership. 
Helsinki Process Track Groups propose a regular summit of 
20 (or thereabouts) heads of the government from the 
North and the South. This leader level G-20 could act as 
an effective coordinating mechanism for global economic 
governance. 

Track, led by former UN Under-Secretary-General Nitin 
Desai, propose G20 Summit to be rooted in broad-based 
consultations undertaken by some disinterested countries 
on membership, on rotation and on possibility to represent 
a group of states. 

- It may also be possible to use the reconstituted UN
Security Council of 24, proposed recently by UN High Level
Panel, as a legitimate basis for the composition of this
‘development coordination council’, Foreign Affairs Minister
Erkki Tuomioja says. 

Fight against corruption, air travel “tax” for public health 

- What we need to do now is to translate our promises into 
action for the global majority of the poor by doubling aid, 
opening markets and canceling debt. We also need to find 
new, more open and participatory, approach to root out 
corruption, which is one of the main obstacles for 
development, tells Foreign Affairs Minister of Finland Erkki 
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Tuomioja. 

Helsinki Process Track Groups have today released three 
reports. The reports are published on new approaches to 
global problem solving, on financing for development, and 
on human security. 

The reports include proposals like public-private 
partnership to combat corruption, full cancellation of poor 
country debt, doubling aid, reforming agricultural trade, 
negotiating a global arms trade treaty, creating a World 
Environment Organization as well as a joint accountability 
report of the World Bank, the IMF and the WTO. 

Helsinki Process Track Groups also propose the
introduction of international travelers’ fee for financing
global public health. The fee would be similar to an
international security fee paid by international travelers on
the top of their airfares after 9/11. 

Helsinki Process bridges Davos and Porto Alegre 

Helsinki Process gathers business life, civil society, and 
governments of the North and the South together to 
search concrete solutions to problems created by 
globalization. 

The Helsinki Process Track Groups, formed by experts 
around the world, were to develop ideas for policy 
recommendations for Helsinki Group, a group of 22 
representatives of business life, civil society and 
governments. The final policy recommendations are 
formulated by the Helsinki Group, co-chaired by the 
Foreign Ministers of Finland and Tanzania, Mr. Erkki 
Tuomioja and Mr. Jakaya Kikwete. 

Helsinki Group is scheduled to deliver its final report by 
June 2005. Helsinki Conference, to mobilize political will, 
will be held in Helsinki in September 2005. 

The press release is available: 

- in English 
- en français 
- auf Deutch 
- em português 
- en español 
- suomeksi 
- på svenska 

For more information, please contact: 
- Mr Ilari Rantakari, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland, 
+358 40 709 4245, ilari.rantakari@formin.fi 
- Mr Omary Mjenga, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of 
Tanzania, +255 744 299962, mjengaor@yahoo.com 
- Mr Juha Mustonen, Helsinki Process Secretariat, +358 40 
583 0945, juha.mustonen@cmi.fi

Resources

Download the full reports here [link]

Speech of Minister Asha-Rose Migiro at World Social 
Forum [Word file]
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The views expressed in the speeches, reports and in downloadable files are those of the author(s). Publishing particular 
material on this site does not imply endorsement by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland of any of the views expressed 

(except Press Releases).
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