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PROGRAM NOTE                

                  


IISD Climate Change and Energy Program: Current Initiatives

Climate Change Policy Post-2012: Fostering a Dialogue on Canada’s Role

Project Description

IISD is in the second year of this two-year project that aims to foster a national dialogue and contribute to an increased understanding of Canada and post-2012 climate policy. The Post-2012 Dialogue supports research and analysis in the areas of:

· Canadian interests and concerns, to assist in bringing a Canadian perspective to international discussions;

· Emerging approaches to post-2012 climate change cooperation, both mid- and long-term;

· Existing and emerging national forums and initiatives that will influence action on climate change; and,

· International understanding of key Canadian sensitivities, and Canadian understanding of international perspectives in regard to the emerging climate change regime. 

Status of Activities
· Understanding the Domestic Context - IISD has prepared analytical research papers on a potential post-2012 framework for Canada. The papers, Climate Change Policy Post-2012: A Canadian Perspective addressed four thematic areas: advancing development goals in a sustainable way; adaptation; technology; market-based opportunities. IISD intends to release a revised version of this paper prior to COP13/MOP3 in November 2007.

· International Developments – IISD has prepared analysis of emerging international options and processes and their implications for Canadian interests. Four reports will be developed over the life of the project.

· Scenario Development – IISD is examining five international post-2012 climate change regime scenarios, with a focus on what these regimes could mean to Canada.
· Dialogue and Outreach –IISD plans to hold a national conference on climate change policy post-2012 in Canada in February 2008 to present the outcomes of the project.
Timeline and Funders 
The project was initiated in 2006 and expected to conclude in March 2008. Project funding has been received from Environment Canada, Alberta, Ontario, British Columbia, Manitoba, Nova Scotia, Manitoba Hydro, Suncor and TCPL.  

Climate Change and Foreign Policy: Phase II

Project Description

The second phase of the Climate Change and Foreign Policy project includes the development of two analytical reports:

· Furthering EU Objectives on Climate Change and Clean Energy: Engaging Developing Countries – an analysis of how the EU can further its stated objectives on climate change and clean energy by means of cooperation and engagement with developing countries, with a particular focus on, but not necessarily limited to, the BRICSAM  (Brazil, India, China, South Africa and Mexico) nations. 
· Climate Change and Security: Country Case Studies – an investigation of the country level impacts of climate change on security in West Africa. The final report will set out scenarios for the future security implications of climate change as well as identifying particular ‘flash point’ issues that domestic authorities and external actors should bear in mind when designing development programmes. 
Status of Activities
Both research papers are in the early stages of development and are expected to be completed for release at COP-13.
Timeline and Funders

This initiative is funded by Denmark’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Realizing the Development Dividend
Project Description

The objective of the Development Dividend Project, initiated in 2005, is to help the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) better deliver development benefits by two primary means:
· Increasing the extent to which individual projects yield a development dividend that is market-viable—a focus on quality.

· Increasing the volume of project investments, by increasing the number of quality projects and by looking beyond project-based activities —a focus on quantity.

The work of the project is guided by the 35 member international Development Dividend Task Force comprised of on-the-ground CDM experts representing civil society, governments, intergovernmental organizations, stock traders, research organizations and industry. Four Task Force meetings have been held to date, with a fifth scheduled for October 2007 in Oslo, Norway.  

Status of Activities

Phase III of this project was launched in October 2006. Activities have included the preparation of an analytical research paper on the CDM in a post-2012 regime, Market Mechanisms for Sustainable Development: How Do They Fit in the Various Post-2012 Climate Efforts?  This report was highlighted at a Side Event at the SB meetings in Bonn in May 2007.

IISD is working with the UNDP and UNEP-Risoe Cente to develop a Development Dividend Measurement Framework. IISD will provide information on this tool at the DNA Forum in October 2006; the first time non-government entities have been invited to share information with DNA representatives. 

The fifth Task Force meeting will provide guidance for future activities, which could include an analysis of the development dividend in post-2012, the development dividend and the voluntary market, and an ex post analysis of CDM projects from a development dividend point of view. 

Timeline and Funders

The current phase of the project started in September 2006 and will run until March 2008. Total funding for Phase III is $295,000 and with support from Canada’s CDM & JI Office, Foreign Affairs Canada; Ministry of the Environment, Norway; Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Denmark; and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Finland. Funders of earlier phases of the project included the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA); International Development Research Centre (IDRC), and UNDP.

Collaboration on Adaptation Paper with the World Resources Institute

Project Description 

The WRI has commissioned IISD to collaboratively develop a paper that aims to provide an assessment of the current state of discussions within the international community on vulnerability and adaptation to climate change and define areas for deeper research in preparation for the establishment of a post-2012 climate regime. The paper will undertake a 'gap analysis' on adaptation initiatives, examining the range of work recently done under the climate change adaptation banner and identifying trends, as well as gaps and opportunities to inform future activities.  It will also seek to identify the role of climate science in helping decision makers with development planning, identifying examples of where the availability of such information led to the implementation of qualitatively different activities and where it was not particularly useful.  Finally, some attention will also be paid to the 'enabling environment' for adaptation; that is, the institutional framework and conditions that support climate risk management at the national and sub-national level. 

Current / Planned Activity

Initiated in June 2007, the research team is currently completing a review of the state of play within the adaptation field and refining the orientation of the research to be completed. A review of adaptation case studies, drawing in part from work by IISD and Yale University, has been initiated, supported by interviews with key policy makers and program managers. The paper will be completed in September, for release at COP-13.  

Promoting Clean Energy Investment for Sustainable Development

Project Description

This project aims to produce an analytical report that examines clean energy investment from a unique two-pronged perspective—international and domestic. The focus is on the implications of international investment regimes for energy infrastructure, asking where the barriers and opportunities lie for such investment to make a strong contribution to sustainable development. The final report will synthesize the two approaches, looking for points of connection that hold some promise for new policy solutions. 

Current / Planned Activity

The international component of this project is advancing with analysis of the following investment agreements: The Energy Charter Treaty; NAFTA; The ECOWAS Energy Treaty; and, the US–Argentina bilateral investment treaty. The domestic component will look at domestic-based obstacles to clean energy investment, and potential remedies, asking in the end whether any of the remedies envisioned might conflict with provisions of international investment agreements. A first draft of the analysis will be completed in April and a final draft will be delivered in time to be presented at a side event at CSD-15 in May. 

Integrating Vulnerability and Adaptation to Climate Change into Sustainable Development Policy Planning and Implementation in Eastern and Southern Africa

Project Description

Recognizing the high vulnerability of African countries to the impacts of climate change, IISD and the African Centre for Technology Studies (ACTS) are co-executing a four-year project under the direction of UNEP. The aim of this project is to reduce the vulnerability of communities in Kenya, Mozambique and Rwanda to the impacts of climate change through a two-pronged approach: providing support for community-level actions that enhance resilience to climate change in the short- and long-term; and developing strategic approaches for integrating adaptation to climate change into policy- and decision-making. Specifically the project seeks to: 

· Strengthen capacity in each pilot project country to implement adaptation measures in the field that will reduce their vulnerability to climate change; 

· Increase capacity in each country to generate and use information about climate change to effect change in relevant development policies; and,

· Increase knowledge of the linkages between development planning and climate change, including policy process and methodologies. 

Current / Planned Activity

In each of Kenya, Rwanda and Mozambique, field level interventions led by local implementation teams have been initiated. For example, the Kenyan pilot project team undertook its first field level interventions prior to the 2006 short rain season (October to December). Demonstration plots were established in 40 sites to show farmers the benefits of drought-resistant crop varieties, crop husbandry practices, effective use of weather and climate information, and seed bulking. Improved cropping practices have been adopted by 85 per cent of non-pilot farms through participation in field events. The team has also increased District and national partners’ understanding of the potential impacts of climate change and encouraged integration of these considerations into the on-going development of a National Disaster Management Strategy and the Sustainable Development of Arid and Semi-Arid Land Policy. Over the next two years, the pilot projects will complete their field level interventions and develop guidance for policy makers on strategic changes to policies and their implementation that will support long-term adaptation to climate change. 

Timeline and Funders

Implementation of this project was initiated in June 2005 and will continue until September 2009. Funding has been provided by the Global Environment Facility and the Governments of the Netherlands and Norway. In-kind contributions are being provided by the Government of Germany through Deutsche Gesellschaft fuer Technische Zusammenarbeit, the Arid Lands Resource Management Program (Kenya), the Centre for Innovations in Science and Technology (Kenya), the Kigali Institute for Science and Technology, ACTS and IISD.
Livelihoods and Climate Change

Project Description

The overall goal of the Livelihoods and Climate Change project is to strengthen the use of ecosystem management and restoration (EM&R) and sustainable livelihoods (SL) activities so as to reduce the vulnerability of communities to climate-related hazards and climate change. The aim of Phase III of this project is to facilitate the mainstreaming of EM&R or SL-based adaptation strategies into development projects and programming, monitoring their changes on local adaptive capacity. 

Objectives

During Phase III of this project, IISD plans to meet the following objectives:

· Finalize the content of CRISTAL (Community-based Risk Screening Tool – Adaptation & Livelihoods), a climate screening tool for managers of EM&R and SL projects: translation into Spanish and French; continued incorporation of feedback from field staff; monitoring of tool uptake.

· Develop PRISTAL (Portfolio-based Risk Screening Tool - Adaptation & Livelihoods) that enables task managers to systematically examine their agency’s strategies and projects to identify and strengthen the links between climate change adaptation and development priorities.

· Develop training modules for CRISTAL and PRISTAL; regional ‘Training of Trainers’ workshops for CRISTAL.

· Implement PRISTAL: selection of field sites; vulnerability / resilience assessments; application of CRISTAL; implementation of CRISTAL-generated project adjustments; monitoring how project adjustments affect local vulnerability / adaptive capacity; evaluate project portfolios at headquarters and country offices of development agencies.  

· Outreach to key constituencies: dissemination and awareness-raising of outcomes and lessons-learned to humanitarian groups, development organisations; UN and donor agencies.

Current / Planned Activity

The project is currently undertaking capacity-building activities in Eastern Africa focused on training in the use of CRISTAL. This training is helping managers of EM&R and SL projects to: (a) understand how climate change affects their work; (b) systematically consider how their work can contribute to vulnerability reduction and adaptation; and, (c) use this understanding to develop and incorporate climate risk-reduction and adaptation measures into their programming. A “train the trainers” workshop in West Africa will take place in November 2007 and is being coordinated with CARE International.
Cross-Border Emission Trading: Exploring the Challenges and Opportunities for Establishing an Emissions Trading System involving US State and Canadian Provinces

Project Description

IISD and the World Resources Institute (WRI) are undertaking a joint study to examine the possible benefits and barriers to the establishment of common platforms across national borders for monitoring and registering greenhouse gas emission reductions, developing offset protocols and participating in a single, cross-border emissions trading system. Drawing on expertise within the two organizations, the project will explore in greater depth the opportunities and challenges associated with developing a cross-border approach to accounting for the mitigation of greenhouse gas emissions.

The total budget for the initiative is $80,000.00. WRI has received funding from two U.S. foundations to support their work on this project. To date, IISD has confirmed funding from British Columbia and Quebec. Ontario, Alberta, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Environment Canada have also been invited to support the project.

Planned Activity

Activities planned include: 

· hosting a two-day workshop in October 2007 for Canadian and American experts and government officials, primarily from provinces and states, to examine in greater depth the opportunities and challenges associated with linking efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; 

· developing a background paper to frame discussions to take place during the planned workshop; and

· delivering a summary of the workshop's findings, highlighting a way forward.

CO2 Capture and Storage Linked Back to Back Communication Workshops 

Project Description

IISD, Climate Change Central (C3) and the Institute for Sustainable Energy, Environment and Economy are organizing two linked workshops designed to a) establish a basis of understanding for communicating the risks and benefits of carbon dioxide capture and storage (CCS) through expert participation; and b) develop tools to strengthen discussion on different perspectives on CCS in Canada.

The first workshop will be held over two days and will bring national and international communication and outreach experts before a 20 to 25 person audience to share their expertise and research on communication tools most effective with a range of identified risks. The second workshop – held the day immediately after workshop one – will include presentations and results from the first workshop, risk communication experts and a panel presentation on regional perspectives on past communication experiences. The second workshop is expected to draw 50 to 60 people from industry, government, academia and NGOs. These workshops are not intended to be broad consultations; they are more scoping in nature and results could inform the design of future stakeholder consultations.

Planned Activity

Workshop one will occur on September 19 and 20, 2007 in Banff, and workshop two is scheduled for September 21, 2007 in Calgary. Planning for both workshops is well underway. The total budget for all activities related to the workshops is $190,000.00. C3 has taken the lead on fundraising for the event and has received contributions from corporate supporters and Alberta Environment.
Strategic Services to the Manitoba Government

Project Description

IISD is engaged in a wide variety of climate change research, policy and outreach activities for the Manitoba government. This work is organized through a fee-for-service arrangement within the core funding agreement between the province and the Institute.
Planned Activity

Activities planned include: 

· Providing strategic advice to key officials within the Government of Manitoba on national, international issues related to climate policy, regulatory regimes, offset systems, mitigation and adaptive policy making; 
· Supporting the updating of Manitoba’s Climate Change Action plan with contributions in the areas of carbon trading, supporting workshops and stakeholder consultations and expert review; 
· Providing support services to initiatives like the October Green Leaders Conference and Manitoba Case Studies of Success; and, 
· Hosting the Secretariat for the KyotoSmart Network, assisting with the day to day administration of the network, developing communication materials and broadening the network’s membership.
Adaptation as Resilience-Building: A Policy Study of Climate Change Vulnerability and Adaptation on the Canadian Prairies (Phase 2)

Project Description

Phase 2 of Adaptation as Resilience Building: A policy study of climate change vulnerability and adaptation on the Canadian prairies continues our groundbreaking work, studying actual adaptation responses among prairie farmers through comparative case studies in Manitoba, Saskatchewan, and Alberta, and is being conducted in collaboration with IISD’s Sustainable Natural Resources Management Program.

IISD has partnered with the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration (AAFC-PFRA), and the University of Manitoba to conduct this research.  The field component of this research is based on the reported experience of prairie farmers to extreme climate events, including an analysis of whether reported responses actually increase or decrease resilience to future climate events and thus constitutes adaptation or mal-adaptation.  The policy analysis component of the research involves synthesis of the key aids and impediments that condition farm-level responses to extreme climate events, including specific analysis of the influence of government programs. Agricultural policies on the prairies are not currently formulated with climate change adaptation considerations, which is a major motivation for this policy research project.  We anticipate that our research will heavily influence how agricultural policies are strengthened with respect to adaptation.  For example, our analysis of the aids and impediments that condition farm-level responses to climatic stress prominently includes the influence of the Environmental Farm Planning Program.

Planned Activity

Project deliverables include: 

· A resilience assessment report synthesizing the community and farm-level participatory rural appraisals (PRA) case studies, including descriptions; land-use management practice, the policies influencing those field-level management choices (Manitoba synthesis has commenced, Saskatchewan field research initiated, Alberta research pending)

· A comprehensive policy analysis, synthesis and options report characterizing existing policies and management practices that either impede or foster resilience and policy recommendations with particular relevance to the ongoing evolution of Canada’s Agricultural Policy Framework.

· A rigorous analysis of Prairie Adaptive Capacity with respect to the documented aids and impediments to the climate stress-response mechanisms, furthering our theoretical and practical integration of the vulnerability and resilience approaches.

· A Prairie Adaptation Priority report that integrates the policy analysis from the resilience analysis with a mapping exercise of future vulnerability hotspots

