World Resources Institute

WRI’s efforts are designed to build sound policies for an environmentally safe, economically sound climate program with both a market mechanisms through cap and trade, and complementary policies and measures (standards, codes, tax policy, etc.).  
Policy analysis and design:  WRI facilitates policy deliberations, educates policymakers on design options, and conducts independent analysis and research. 

Business strategies and tools: WRI is collaborating with partners to develop tools and business strategies as well as undertake policy and technology analyses.  In addition, WRI collaborates with the financial investment community to analyze the impact climate legislation will have on various industries and identify which companies are well positioned to respond.

Technology analysis and deployment:  We must move the U.S., and the world, to a low-carbon energy future.  WRI does this by 1) collaborating with energy buyers to build markets for clean energy, 2) convening multi-stakeholder processes to review carbon capture and storage which will require public acceptance, new regulatory frameworks and policy incentives, and 3) analyzing environmental impacts of energy options. 
WRI’s policy work includes:

· Developing broadly accepted greenhouse gas registry programs, including the Climate Registry (a WRI facilitated initiative now adopted by over 35 states and tribes, based on WRI accounting standards and calculation tools).

· Cap and trade design and carbon emissions trading program analysis including: offsets markets, trading linkage across and between programs and cost containment options.

· Energy security, energy supply diversification and energy policy support including: renewable energy certificate markets, renewable portfolio activities and energy efficiency resource standards, and biofuels environmental sustainability.

· Supporting state and regional efforts, such as the design of an Illinois state climate program, and proposals for multi-state cooperation and policies in the Midwest and the West Coast.

· Developing and maintaining a Climate Analysis Indicators Tool (CAIT) for U.S. states, providing state-level emissions estimates and economic indicators to inform decision-makers, facilitate policy analysis, and identify new opportunities for state and regional initiatives.

To promote the acceleration of technology commercialization and market penetration, WRI focuses on reducing the price of climate-friendly technologies by stimulating demand through private sector procurement and government policy. WRI’s technology track includes:

· Working with large commercial and industrial energy users to increase procurement of renewable energy, with the goal of reducing costs and accelerating market penetration of renewable energy technologies.

· Developing guidelines for implementation of a national policy on carbon capture and storage technology, including approaches to monitoring and verification of avoided emissions.  Analyzing the financing and policy requirements and innovations needed to bring CCS technology to scale.

·  Analyzing production decisions and making policy recommendations on the expansion of the biofuels industry, taking into consideration the climate change and water quality impacts related to the production of various biofuel feedstocks.

· Currently working primarily at the State level, WRI has been actively promoting the design and adoption of state energy efficiency program.  

In the area of business strategies and tools, WRI’s work is designed to provide insights into cost-effective actions and the design of market-based climate policies that are likely to win business support and trigger large-scale reductions. Businesses that are well-positioned to respond to the opportunities and challenges presented by climate change are more likely to support climate policies. WRI’s business work includes:

· Consistently proving the US Climate Action Partnership (U.S. CAP) with analysis and support for strong, creative policy options that can become partnership positions on Cap and Trade and other policy measures.

· Linking U.S. businesses in our partnerships to the state, federal and international policy debate and working with the business community beyond U.S. CAP on policy issues that will impact their ability to succeed in a carbon-constrained world.

· Working with prominent U.S. corporations to design corporate climate change strategies that engage core business operations, upstream suppliers, and downstream markets and consumers.

· Providing tools that facilitate the procurement of climate-friendly technologies and increase the investment in projects that reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

· Providing research, methods and tools to financial institutions, investors and issuers that embed climate risks and opportunities into financial analysis and investment decisions.

