The GLOBE G8+5 Climate Change Dialogue
The GLOBE G8+5 Climate Change Dialogue was launched on the 24th February 2006 at the House of Commons in the UK.  The primary participants are cross-party legislators from the G8 (Canada, France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Japan, Russia and the United States) and +5 countries (Brazil, China, India, Mexico and South Africa).  It enjoys the support of:

UK Prime Minister, the Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP

German Chancellor, Angela Merkel MdB

US Senators Biden, Bingaman, Boxer, Clinton, Craig, Kerry, Lieberman and McCain

European Commission President Manuel Barroso

The Chinese National Peoples Congress

The Indian Lok Sabha 

The Japanese Prime Minister's National Security Advisor, Ms Yuriko Koike

Legislative bodies from all of the G8 and +5 countries

Crucially, the discussions involve key business leaders, ensuring that the conclusions are not only politically but also practically realistic.  Business supporters include Anglo American, American Electric Power, BP, Ernst & Young, Holcim, Japan Bank for International Cooperation, Sustainable Forestry Management, Vattenfall and Bayer-AG.

GLOBE also works with respected International Institutions such as The World Bank, the International Energy Agency, the Pew Centre on Global Climate Change, the Center for European Policy Studies (CEPS) and others.

The strength of the dialogue is that it brings together legislators from the G8 and +5 countries with respected international institutions such as the World Bank, the International Energy Agency and business leaders from a cross-section of sectors and geographic regions.  This expertise helps to ensure that the conclusions reached are both politically and practically robust.  The Dialogue is run by GLOBE in partnership with the Com+ Alliance of Communication Networks (www.complusalliance.org) and directly shadows the G8 Heads of Government process, including the ministerial meetings of the Gleneagles Dialogue, through to the Japanese G8 Summit in 2008.
Dialogue Aim
The Dialogue will draw together senior legislators from the G8 and +5 with international business leaders, civil society representatives and opinion leaders to discuss, and agree on, the measures needed to tackle climate change post-2012.  Specifically, the Dialogue aims to present a package of proposals to the G8 Heads of Government in Japan which enjoys the support of legislators from across the G8 and +5 together with business leaders and leading civil society opinion leaders.
Dialogue Objectives
1. To provide a forum outside the formal international negotiating structures at the UN for legislators, senior business leaders and other key decision makers to discuss a post-2012 international climate change agreement - importantly allowing the representatives from the major non G8 countries of Brazil, China, India, Mexico and South Africa to be represented.

2. To create a greater understanding between participating legislators, business leaders and key civil society organisations about different country priorities and identify common ground on which a future political accommodation can be built.

3. To allow business leaders to inform and advise legislators on the development and application of new and existing technologies that need to be delivered at scale to markets in G8 and +5 countries.

4. To share knowledge, expertise and best practice to identify specific measures to address climate change that legislators can support in their respective parliaments.

5. To provide an informal mechanism to engage with a broader constituency of key legislators - with a particular focus on fostering greater contact & understanding with the G8 and  +5 countries.

Recent events

Recent events include:

14-15 Feb 2007: G8+5 legislators’ forum in the US Senate, Washington DC

This forum was addressed by 7 US Senators including Republican Presidential candidate John McCain and former Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry.  The closing statement, endorsed by the forum, included a call for greenhouse gas concentrations to be limited in the range 450-550ppm CO2e and for inclusive negotiations on a post-2012 framework to begin at Bali in Dec 2007, to be completed by the Copenhagen COP in 2009.

3-4 June 2007: G8+5 Legislators’ Forum in the Bundestag, Berlin.

This forum was addressed by Rt Hon Tony Blair MP, then UK Prime Minister with video addresses by Chancellor Angela Merkel and Japanese PM Shinzo Abe.  The new CEO of BP, Tony Hayward, used the event to make his first speech since taking on the role.  The consensus statement outlined specific policy recommendations on energy efficiency, CCS, renewables and forestry.

