The Pew Center on Global Climate Change 
The Pew Center on Global Climate Change is a non-profit, non-partisan, and independent organization dedicated to providing credible information, straight answers, and innovative solutions in the effort to address global climate change.  Founded in 1998 by the Pew Charitable Trusts, the Pew Center collaborates with Fortune 500 companies on climate change solutions and serves as a primary information source for governments, scholars, and major media outlets.  To date, the Pew Center has produced more than 80 reports that have contributed to advancing the climate debate both internationally and domestically.

The remainder of 2007 is gearing up to be an especially active period for international and U.S. domestic climate policy developments. Domestically, the United States appears poised to debate and perhaps pass the first ever national climate legislation. Internationally, several key climate change discussions dot the calendar, culminating in the December UN Climate Change Conference in Bali. 

Building on talks held at the G-8 Summit in June, the Bush Administration has invited the world’s major emitting countries to Washington, D.C., for climate meetings in late September. This meeting will follow other climate-focused discussions at the United Nations and by APEC. The September meetings in Washington present an opportunity for the United States to actively and constructively reengage in the international climate effort. While the Bush Administration’s objectives remain unclear and undeniably clouded with skepticism, the Pew Center recognizes the importance of U.S. participation and leadership in a post-2012 climate change framework. The UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) establishes a foundation, and fundamental guiding principles, for such a global approach.

Through our Climate Dialogue at Pocantico, a series of discussions among 25 senior policymakers and stakeholders from 15 countries, the Pew Center has helped to identify and build consensus on options for a post-2012 climate framework. The two most critical objectives to emerge are the need to engage all of the world’s major economies, and the need to provide flexibility for different national strategies and circumstances. With these key objectives in mind, the Pocantico group identified potential building blocks of a post-2012 framework. These include emissions targets and trading, policy-based commitments, sectoral agreements, technology cooperation, and adaptation. These actions then need to be integrated into an agreement that is flexible enough to accommodate different types of commitments, and reciprocal enough to achieve a strong, sustained level of effort.  

In addition to exerting leadership for a post-2012 agreement, the United States must unilaterally establish a mandatory program to limit and reduce its emissions. The Pew Center has long called for a comprehensive national climate change policy that combines mandatory measures, research and development, and federal support for the deployment of climate-friendly technologies. In January of this year, the Pew Center was a founding member of the U.S. Climate Action Partnership (USCAP), an unprecedented alliance of more than 30 major corporations and leading non-governmental organizations calling for the U.S. to commit to mandatory emission reductions. USCAP has already proven to be a formidable ally in the crafting of workable U.S. climate legislation and is expected to play a key role in the Congressional discourse this fall.

The Pew Center work with Members and staff of the Senate and House committees responsible for climate change legislation is in an effort to create reasonable and effective national climate policy. Since January 2007, the 110th Congress has introduced more than 145 pieces of legislation and held more than 100 hearings on climate change and related energy issues, dwarfing the work of previous Congresses on the topic. Bills calling for the first U.S. mandatory GHG emissions reductions are expected to be proposed this fall by Joe Lieberman and John Warner in the Senate, and by John Dingell in the House. The measures have the potential to demonstrate U.S. leadership on climate policy, which the Pew Center believes is critical to achieve a fair and effective global response to the serious challenge of climate change. 

The Pew Center was founded on the belief that engaging the business community is critical for developing efficient, effective solutions to the climate problem. Consequently, the Pew Center at its inception formed the Business Environmental Leadership Council (BELC). Now represented by 44 major companies from diverse fields, the BELC is the largest U.S.-based association of corporations focused on addressing the challenges of climate change.  Many different sectors are represented, from high technology to diversified manufacturing; from oil and gas to transportation; and utilities to chemicals.  These companies represent $2.8 trillion in market capitalization, employ over 3.8 million people, and work with the Pew Center to educate the public and policy-makers on the risks, challenges, and solutions to climate change.

State efforts to establish mandatory emission reductions are also contributing to the push for federal policy in the United States. The Pew Center works with state policy-makers on efforts, such as the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative, a cap-and-trade system covering 10 northeastern and mid-Atlantic U.S. states, and the Western States Initiative that encompasses six U.S. states and two Canadian provinces. Climate measures, including ones that support greenhouse gas reduction, energy efficiency, climate change mitigation, or clean technology development, are being implemented in more than 30 states and provide models for future national policy efforts.

In its nine-and-a-half years as a voice and educator of reasoned climate approaches, the Pew Center has witnessed significant progress in its efforts to inform the public about climate change. Today, major nationwide polls consistently show that more than four in five Americans believe climate change is taking place. The number of people who think global warming ranks as the world’s single largest environmental problem doubled in the past year, an unprecedented movement for a single year period. The Pew Center communicates daily with top-tier media outlets and distributes its reports to over 4,000 opinion leaders worldwide. More than 100,000 users per month gather information from our content-rich website, and our e-newsletter reaches 15,000 readers a month. Journalists from major publications including The Economist, Fortune, and Nature magazines, and all major newspapers, regularly contact the Pew Center for their stories. 

The Pew Center has seen progress in varying degrees toward mandatory action on climate change at the state, national, and international level. Our collaboration with major business leaders helps to influence national legislation, which will serve as a key benchmark in the development of a future international framework. As policy-makers and the public continue to better understand the climate crisis, the Pew Center will continue to play a key role in informing the debate and educating opinion leaders. Gaining buy-in from public officials and the public will be crucial to advancing the reality for a post-2012 international agreement. With U.S. leadership, a fair and effective global response to the climate challenge can be realized, without it, it will be virtually impossible. 

