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The Global Roundtable on Climate Change (GROCC) brings together high-level stakeholders to discuss and explore areas of potential consensus regarding core scientific, technological, and economic issues critical to shaping sound public policies on climate change. Established in 2004, the Roundtable engages in detailed, science-based discussion designed of difficult problems designed to promote broad-based consensus and concern. 

GROCC participants are drawn from all regions of the world and from every major economic sector, including industry, manufacturing, transportation, non-renewable resources, renewable resources, energy, finance, insurance, health, food, and agriculture. They represent a wide range of companies, including AIG, Alcoa, Citigroup, Deutsche Telekom, General Electric, Google, JP Morgan Chase, Munich Re, Rolls Royce, Toyota Motor North America, and Walmart. 

Participants also include leading figures from international organizations, national and local governments, academia, and non-governmental organizations such as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the Natural Resources Defense Council, the Pew Center on Global Climate Change, and the World Wildlife Fund. 
Together, this diverse group pursues GROCC’s five objectives, which include:

· Exploring the potential for developing an improved global consensus on core scientific, technological, economic and policy issues related to climate change; 

· Developing technological and policy options for mitigating climate change while meeting global energy needs;
· Championing demonstration projects that test and scale sustainable energy technologies and other activities and policies that address climate change; 
· Providing a unique forum for discussion, analysis and exchange of ideas among businesses from all economic sectors and all parts of the world, international institutions, non-governmental organizations, and leading academic experts; and 
· Helping to catalyze new initiatives and interactions among Roundtable participants that address climate change mitigation and adaptation. 
The Global Roundtable on Climate Change pursues these goals through both conferences and projects. Held on a semi-annual basis, GROCC conferences have facilitated productive high-level discussion on a variety of topics including: 
· the basis of the current climate-science consensus and the nature of remaining uncertainty 

· approaches by which business, political, and scientific communities can increase public understanding of the dangers associated with anthropogenic climate change
· methods to help  participant companies assess how climate change will affect their respective short- and long-term business environments

· strategies to help avert the worst climate-related costs and dangers, including the mitigation of greenhouse gases and adaptation to changing market and climatic conditions. 

GROCC participants also pursue a number of demonstration projects designed to test, scale, promote, or otherwise assist the development and implementation of new technologies, processes, or policies for mitigating or adapting to climate change. At present, these projects address issues such as:
· carbon capture and sequestration

· reducing emissions from deforestation in developing countries
· solar-powered LED lighting solutions

· the social, financial, and policy implications of potential climate policies, including those associated with Pacala and Socolow’s “stabilization wedges” (2004)
The Global Roundtable on Climate Change was made possible by a grant from the Lenfest Center. It is an affiliate of the Earth Institute at Columbia University, which brings together diverse, cross-disciplinary talent to address the complex issues facing the planet and its inhabitants. GROCC is associated with the Earth Institute’s Climate and Society Interaction Initiative, which works to improve the quality of scientific climate forecasting and to further our understanding of the implications of potential social, economic, and policy responses to climate change. 

