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           September 25 New York City Event – Draft Report & Suggested Follow up
Report 

The Clinton Global Initiative was a very successful meeting with attendance, including Robert Rubin (former Secretary of the Treasury), Sandy Berger, Ambassador Tom Niles, Joe Nye, Mohamed El Ashry, and Antonio Guterres, among others. It was agreed that the existing system is dysfunctional and that a new structure is required to break global deadlocks. The conclusion was that an expanded G8 summit would be a useful global confidence builder and facilitate compromise at the global level. The concept of the expanded summit was clarified – the intention is not for a decision making body to replace the Security Council. The “L-14” is to be a vehicle to reach consensus, a venue to determine the elements of global “deals”, not a platform to run the world. Its characteristics should include instantaneous translation to provide for the necessary informality. Bureaucratization and over scripting must be avoided, but a lean effective Secretariat is essential. Leaders would bring to the table their commitments and further potential commitments contingent on others’ actions. In sum, the G8 is no longer relevant and is now a catalyst for trouble – the expanded body would be a catalyst for change. 

The discussion included issues of the purpose of the expanded Leaders summit, composition, elements in a global package deal, the role of civil society, timing of the initiative, how to account for the disaffected, the losers from climate change and the poor.

The meeting then turned to questions of “how to get from here to there?” including possible points of leverage and specifically what to do in the US context. Sandy Berger will arrange a 20-minute meeting with President Clinton. Other suggestions were to follow up with the French, given Sarkozy’s statement on the G8+5 and to promote the concept with the UK leadership.

 Follow up Work

Any future work should respond to two inter related goals:

1. The G8 and G8+5 must be transformed into an L13, plus an Islamic country.

2. A network of “think tanks” should be established to provide a Track 2 process to ensure sufficient dialogue with the South and contribute to outreach and preparation for L14 Summits, perhaps build on the invitation to the OECD for a dialogue platform

