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Participant Biographies

Rolf Alter

Chief of Staff, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

Mr. Rolf Alter is presently Chief of Staff of the Secretary-General, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), in Paris.  Formerly, he was Deputy 

Director for Public Governance and Territorial Development. 

Mr. Alter, a German national, joined the OECD in 1991 as a senior economist and served in various capacities. 

Prior to the OECD, Mr. Alter was an economist in the Research Department of the International Monetary Fund, in Washington D.C. and moved later to the Fund's African Department.

Mr. Alter holds a doctorate degree from the University of Goettingen/Germany, following post-graduate work in Germany and the US.
Marcos Azambuja

Centro Brasileiro do Relacoes Internacionais

Mr. Azambuja is the Former Secretary-General of Ministry of Foreign Relations. Former Brazilian Ambassador to Argentina and to France. Head of the Brazilian Delegation to the Conference of Disarmament and the Human Rights Commission. Member of the Executive Board of the Brazilian Center of International Relations (CEBRI) and Member of the Brazilian Institute of Geography and History (IHGB). President of the Brazil-France Cultural Foundation. Commissioner of the Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission (WMDC) and Member of the Tokyo Forum. Sits on the editorial board of the quarterly Politica Externa and is a Member of the Roberto Marinho Foundation. He is also on the board of several international companies active in Brazil and in the Mercosul. Azambuja studied at the Law School of the University of Rio de Janeiro and graduated from the Brazilian Diplomatic Academy and is married with two children.
Barry Carin 

Associate Director, Centre for Global Studies, University of Victoria
Dr. Barry Carin was High Commissioner of Canada to Singapore between 1996 and 2000.  Prior to that he was Assistant Deputy Minister Trade and Economic Policy with Canada's Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade where his responsibilities included Foreign Affairs Sous-Sherpa for four G7 Summits and leader of the branch responsible for the conduct of international trade and investments negotiations, including disputes settlement.  He was also the Canadian representative on the Executive Committee of the OECD.  Barry Carin holds a Ph.D in Economics from Brown University and an Honours B.A. in Political Science and Economics from McGill University.
Mr. David Crane

Columnist, The Toronto Star

David Crane is a Canadian journalist whose current activities include a consulting role as a communications adviser at the OECD. He writes a weekly column on global issues in The Toronto Star and a monthly column for the Institute for Research in Public Policy. He is a member of the National Statistics Council, an advisory body to Statistics Canada, a member of the President’s International Alumni Council at the University of Toronto, and a board member of the North American Institute. He has served as a member of the Ontario Council on Science and Innovation, the Entrepreneur of the Year selection committee, and the Innovation Foundation of the University of Toronto. He has honorary doctorates from Sir Wilfrid Laurier University and Victoria University at the University of Toronto, an Arbor Award from the University of Toronto in recognition of his contribution to university life and an Award of Recognition from Conestoga College in Kitchener-Waterloo for his advocacy of skills training. He was awarded the Queen’s Jubilee Medal for his contribution to Canadian life. He is the author of several books. David Crane is a graduate of the University of Toronto.

Berenice Díaz Ceballos
Chief of Staff, Vice Ministry of Foreign Affairs Mexico

She received her Bachelor’s Degree in International Relations from Universidad Iberoamericana A.C., obtaining honorary mention in her thesis entitled “Human Rights Conference: The treatment of the subject in the New International Context”, winner of the First Contest for the best thesis of Human Rights 1995, summoned by the National Commission of Human Rights.

In the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, she has worked for the Directorate General for the System of the United Nations as an analyst, as Chief of the Human Rights Department, as Assistant Director for Human Rights and Social Affairs and as Director for Political, Social and Humanitarian Affairs. 
She also worked as Deputy General Director for Global Affairs, area responsible for coordinating Mexican international policy on gender equality, human rights of persons with disabilities, environment and natural resources, sustainable development, drugs control, the fight against corruption and crime prevention issues. 
She is currently enrolled as the Chief of Staff for the Vice Ministry of Foreign Affairs, area that has the responsibility of overseeing Mexico’s bilateral relations in countries within Africa, the Asia-Pacific region, the Middle East and Europe.
She has participated in many events, international conferences and formal and informal groups as a member of the Mexican delegation, of which the ones that stand out are the United Nations Human Rights Commission 1994, 1998 and 1999; the United Nations General Assembly in 1995, 1996, 1998 and 1999, in the Preparatory Committee of the World Conference on Racism, Racial Discrimination and other forms of intolerance and in the Ad Hoc Committee in charge of creating a Comprehensive and Integral Convention for the Persons with Disabilities. 

She has been a Career Diplomat since 1998. 

Dr. John English

Executive Director, Centre for International Governance Innovation

John English is a Canadian academic who has also been very active in Canadian public life.  He served as a Liberal Member of Parliament between 1993 and 1997.  Subsequently, he served as a Special Ambassador for Landmines and as a Special Envoy for the election of Canada to the Security Council.  He has also served as President of the Canadian Institute of International Affairs; Chair of the Board of the Canadian Museum of Civilization and the Canadian War Museum; and is currently the Executive Director of the Centre for International Governance Innovation, Canada’s largest think tank devoted exclusively to the study of international affairs.  He is concurrently University Professor of History and Political Science at the University of Waterloo as well as the General Editor of the Dictionary of Canadian Biography.

He has written many books and articles and was the official biographer of former Canadian Prime Minister Lester Pearson.  At the request of the Trudeau family, he has just completed Volume One of a Two Volume biography of Pierre Trudeau.

He is a Member of the Order of Canada, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, and a recipient of many literary awards.  

Maha Abdul Fattah
Deputy Chief Editor for International Affairs, Akhbar el yom Publishing House
Fattah is a writer  &  columnist for Akhbar  El Yom  Weekly  & Daily  Alakhbar, and the Deputy Editor in Chief of International Affairs. She was bureau in Chief in Washington DC for Akhbarelyom from 1990-1999. Fattah is a member of the Egypt Council  of  Foreign  Affairs and a member of the Egyptian European Council a NGO designed to strengthen relations between Egyptian institutions, corporations and organizations and their counterparts in the European Union member states.  In addition, she is a member on the Egypt board of Pugwash. Presently, Fattah is on the final touches of a book focusing on the Nineties Era in the United States  with special emphasis on  Desert Storm &  the  Clinton years.

Alain Genestar 
former editor, Paris Match
Genestar is a French journalist who was born in Caen (Calvados).  He is a graduate of Advanced Studies in Public Law (Faculty of Law) at the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris.  His journalism career began at Ouest from 1972-1974 and then transferred to the French newspaper Le Monde (1974-1976).   He became managing editor at The Republican Echo a position he held from 1980-1987.  In 1987 he was named the Managing Editor of the Journal on Sunday and held the same position at Paris Match from 2000-2006.
Douglas Goold
President and CEO, CIIA

Douglas Goold succeeded The Hon. Barbara McDougall as President and CEO of the CIIA in January 2004.  Dr. Goold is a well-known journalist and commentator and the former Editor of The Globe and Mail Report on Business and Report on Business Magazine. He also authored, with Andrew Willis, The Bre-X Fraud, a national number one best seller. He has a PhD in modern history from St. John's College, University of Cambridge and has completed two Killam Postdoctoral Fellowships at the University of British Columbia.

Yolandi Groenewald
Mail & Guardian
Yolandi Groenewald is a journalist at the highly acclaimed Mail & Guardian newspaper in Johannesburg. She regularly reports on land and development issues, but also enjoys writing on anything and everything that the Mail & Guardian desires. Born in Kempton Park in 1979, she had a typical Afrikaans upbringing, attending school at Afrikaans Hoër Meisieskool in Pretoria, where she discovered she was addicted to newspapers. She studied communication with an honours in journalism at Potchefstroom University (now Northwest University). She has been working for Mail & Guardian for four years. Yolandi believes that getting to the stories in South Africa requires digging deeper and that investigative reporting is an important element of any newsroom.
Gabriel Guerra-Castellanos 
Columnist for “Reforma”, panelist for “W RADIO” and contributor to news program “El Noticiero”
Castellanos is a national and international politics analyst with an extensive career in the public, private, diplomatic and academic fields.

He is the founder and President of Guerra Castellanos & Asociados, a strategic communications and public relations firm.  He is also the President and Managing Director of the office in Mexico of Ray & Berndtson, the world’s seventh largest international executive search firm. Previously he was the President and CEO of Edelman Public Relations México and Latin America.    

As a diplomat, Guerra-Castellanos was the Cultural Attaché at the Mexican Embassy in the former Soviet Union, Consul General of Mexico in Toronto, Canada and, Press Counselor at the Mexican Embassy in the Federal Republic of Germany.  As the Foreign Press Director of the office of the President of Mexico, his contribution during the negotiation period of the NAFTA was invaluable.  

He frequently gives conferences and lectures on international affairs, media and Mexican politics for wide-ranging audiences in Mexico, Canada and the USA.  His forums have included the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM), Universidad Iberoamericana, Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), University of Toronto, York University, the University of Texas in Austin and the Public Relations Society of America (PRSA).

He has published numerous opinion pieces in both national and international media like the Mexican newspapers Unomásuno, and El Nacional, the Canadian newpaper The Globe and Mail and the Spanish news weekly, Este País.  He is the coauthor of México Hacia el Siglo XXI: Visión de una Generaciòn, published by the Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana in Mexico.  He has also been a commentator for major media outlets such as the programs Para Empezar, Noticias 4TV, Informativo MVS and CNN.
Gabriel Guerra Castellanos writes a political column in the international section of the Mexican newspaper Reforma.  He participates in a weekly political analysis panel for W Radio in Mexico City and contributes regularly to the Mexican television news program El Noticiero with a commentary on international affairs.  He is frequently quoted by international media such as CNN, The New York Times and the Washington Post, among others. 
He is a founding member of the Mexican Council of International Affairs, and a member of various Advisory Councils in Mexico, including UNICEF and NFL. Born in Mexico in 1961, Mr. Guerra-Castellanos received a B.A in Political Science from the Free University West Berlin in Germany.  He is fluent in English, Spanish and German and has basic knowledge of French and Russian.  He lives in Mexico City, is married and has a son. 

Shekhar Gupta 
Editor-in Chief, The Indian Express

Shekhar Gupta is the Editor-in-Chief of The Indian Express, a newspaper at the forefront of investigative and public-affairs journalism. He leads the nation’s largest network of award-winning journalists whose work has effected change in several areas, including government policy and legislation. 

Shekhar, known as a reporter’s editor, has some of the significant newsbreaks in contemporary Indian journalism to his credit. At 26, as a reporter with The Indian Express, he exposed the horrific Nellie massacre in Assam that marked a watershed in the North-East’s ethnic conflict. As a reporter, and then an editor, with India Today, India’s largest newsmagazine, he uncovered LTTE training camps in India, nailed the lie of official intelligence agencies in a spy scandal that falsely implicated scientists of the Indian Space Research Organisation. And seven years before 9/11, traveled across Afghanistan, Pakistan, Germany, the US and the UK, to report extensively on the threat from Islamic fundamentalism, including its links with Osama bin Laden. 

His weekly column called National Interest, now in its ninth year, has become a touchstone for new ideas in politics, governance, society, business and sports. He also hosts an interview-based programme Walk the Talk on NDTV 24x7, India’s most watched and respected English news channel. 

A regular guest speaker at the World Economic Forum in Davos and its India summits, Shekhar has authored Assam: A Valley Divided and India Redefines Its Role, published by the Oxford University Press by the International Institute of Strategic Studies, London. His newspaper won the Vienna-based International Press Institute’s first India Award for Outstanding Journalism in the Public Interest.
Angel Gurria 

Secretary General of the OECD
Born on May 8th, 1950, in Tampico, Mexico, Angel Gurría took up the post of Secretary-General of the OECD on 1 June 2006 following a distinguished career in Mexico's public service, including two ministerial posts.
As minister of foreign affairs from December 1994 to January 1998, he made dialogue and consensus-building one of the hallmarks of his approach to global issues. As Mexico’s minister of finance and public credit from January 1998 to December 2000, he steered Mexico’s economy through a change of Administration without a repetition of the currency crises that had dogged previous such changes.

Mr. Gurría developed a close relationship with the OECD, overseeing the initial years of Mexico’s membership and chairing the OECD’s Ministerial Council Meeting in 1999. Previously, he was part of the team that negotiated Mexico’s admission to OECD.

Mr. Gurría holds a B.A. degree in Economics from UNAM (Mexico), and a M.A. degree in Economics from Leeds University (United Kingdom).

He served as Mexico’s Permanent Representative to the International Coffee Organisation, based in London, from 1976 to 1978, and held various roles in the financial area of Mexico’s Federal Electricity Commission, National Development Bank (Nafinsa), Rural Development Fund, and the Office of the Mayor of Mexico City. Following a 14-year tenure at Mexico’s Finance Ministry from 1978 to 1992, he became President and CEO of Mexico’s export-import bank, Bancomext in 1992. In 1993, Mr. Gurría was appointed President and CEO of Mexico’s national development bank, Nacional Financiera, specialised in supporting small and medium-sized enterprises.

He is married to Dr. Lulu Quintana, one of Mexico's leading ophthalmologists. They have three adult children.

Dr. Paul Heinbecker

Distinguished Fellow, International Relations, Centre for International Governance Innovation

A career diplomat, Mr. Heinbecker’s early postings abroad were in Ankara, Turkey, Stockholm, Sweden and Paris at the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).  In Ottawa, he served, inter alia, as Director of the United States General Relations Division and as Chairman of the Policy Development Secretariat in External Affairs. Subsequently, he was appointed Minister (Political Affairs) in the Canadian Embassy in Washington where he spent four years working on the acid rain issue and political-military affairs. 

Mr. Heinbecker returned to Canada in 1989 as Prime Minister Mulroney's Chief Foreign Policy Advisor and speech writer and Assistant Secretary to the Cabinet for Foreign and Defence Policy. In 1992, he was named Ambassador to Germany, where he focused on fisheries, forestry and investment promotion. On return to the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade he was appointed Assistant Deputy Minister for Global and Security Policy.  In that capacity, he helped develop Canada’s human security agenda including, pursuant to the international community’s failures in Rwanda and Bosnia, the creation of the independent International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty. He led the interdepartmental task force on Canadian participation in the Kosovo conflict and, as Canada’s G-8 Political Director, helped to negotiate the end of that war. He was also head of the delegation for the Climate Change Convention in Kyoto. 

In the summer of 2000, Mr. Heinbecker was appointed Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Canada to the United Nations. At the UN, he was a leading defender of the International Criminal Court, a proponent of multilateral cooperation on Iraq and an advocate of the Responsibility to Protect.  He led the delegation to the Human Rights Conference in Durban.

In 2004, Mr. Heinbecker joined the Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) as a Distinguished Fellow and Wilfrid Laurier University as an adjunct professor and Director of the Centre of Global Relations.  He has written extensively and commented frequently in the electronic media on international relations, especially as regards United Nations reform, on which he has edited a book, US foreign policy, the Middle East, Afghanistan, Arms Control and Disarmament and Canadian foreign policy and diplomacy.  He teaches at Laurier and lectures at universities and other institutions in Canada and the USA.  Mr. Heinbecker is married to Ayse Koymen; the Heinbeckers have two daughters, Yasemin and Celine.

Robert Keatley
Former Editor , Asian Wall Street Journal
Robert Keatley has served as editor of three newspapers during his career in journalism in the U.S. and overseas. He now lives in Washington, D.C. After earning degrees from the University of Washington and Stanford University, he joined the Wall Street Journal, where he spent most of his career. He was a reporter in San Francisco, New York and Hong Kong, and became the Journal's diplomatic correspondent in Washington. Mr. Keatley was the paper's foreign editor in New York in 1978 before becoming editor of the Asian Wall Street Journal in Hong Kong in 1979, and concurrently publisher in 1983.  In 1984, he was named editor of the Wall Street Journal Europe in Brussels, Belgium. He returned to Washington in 1992 to serve as a writer and editor specializing in international political and economic issues. He retired from the Journal in 1998 and returned to Hong Kong, where he was editor of the South China Morning Post, the leading English-language daily in the SAR. After completing his tour with the SCMP in 2001, he returned to Washington.
During the fall of 2005, Mr. Keatley taught a course on opinion-writing at the journalism department of Tsinghua University in Beijing, where he also served as a guest lecturer and participated in several conferences co-hosted by the department. In addition, he is founder and currently is editor of the Hong Kong Journal, an online quarterly hosted by the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. This new publication is devoted to articles about political, economic and social issues relating to Hong Kong and its neighbourhood, and is intended to provide background information for those concerned about the territory and its development. 
He is a board member of the Washington Institute for Foreign Affairs, and is a member of the Cosmos Club of Washington, the Hong Kong Club and the Ladies Recreation Club of Hong Kong. In 1985 he received the UW Communications Department's distinguished alumnus award.

Martin Klingst
Washington Bureau Chief, Die Zeit
Martin Klingst has been the Senior Political Editor and Head of the Politics Department of the German weekly "Die Zeit" since 1999. He also worked for the North German Television and Broadcasting Corporation, and taught German law at the University of Hamburg. He covered many Constitutional and Supreme Courts (US, Israeli, South African), and he covered the Balkan Wars from Zagreb, Sarajevo, Pristina and Skopje. In 2007, he became the Washington Bureau Chief for "Die Zeit." Klingst is spending the fall semester at the Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies at Harvard University as the Bucerius Fellow.
Miriam Leitao
Columnist O Globo, Rede Globo, and Radio CBN
Miriam Leitão has a BA in Journalism from the University of Brasilia (UNB). She has been a professional journalist for the last 30 years and has worked for the majority of the most prestigious Brazilian radio, TV, daily newspaper and weekly magazines companies. During the fight for democracy, as a student, she spent several months in jail and was prosecuted by the military for her political activities. 
She has acted as a reporter of international affairs for the financial daily newspaper Gazeta Mercantil, and economics editor of Jornal do Brasil. Since 1991, she has had a daily column in the newspaper O Globo, focusing on economic and social issues. She also comments on economics for the daily morning TV news broadcast, “Bom Dia Brasil” (Good Morning Brazil) on the country’s largest TV network Gobo. In addition, she makes two comments on current affairs at CBN, an all news radio network and she hosts a talk show on Wednesday nights on the TV cable channel, GloboNews. Since 2006, she has been a part of the global team of journalists of PostGlobal, a blog maintained by The Washington Post.
She has been awarded several prizes from Brazilian and international institutions among them:
Woman of the Year, Brazilian Council of Women, 1998
Journalism for Tolerance Award (International Journalist’s Federation), 2003.
Foreign Press Award, Brazilian Association of Foreign Press Correspondents, 2004.
Maria Moors Cabot Prize from University of Columbia, New York.

Katie Mandes
Director of Communications, Pew Centre
Katie Mandes, Director of Communications, has been with the Pew Center since its inception in 1998. While at the Center Ms. Mandes has filled a variety of roles, including director of finance and administration. As Director of Communications, Ms. Mandes develops and manages all aspects of the Center's external communications and media strategies, including its publications, web site, media relations, and all communications components.  Ms. Mandes is responsible for media and public relations efforts both domestically and internationally. Prior to joining the Pew Center, Ms. Mandes worked with the public affairs firm Alcalde and Fay. Ms. Mandes holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Communications with a minor in Political Science from Radford University.
Right Honourable Paul Martin
Member of Parliament
Mr. Martin was the 21st Prime Minister of Canada and is the Member of Parliament for LaSalle-Émard in Montreal, Quebec. He was first elected federally in 1988. In 1990, he ran for the leadership of the Liberal Party of Canada and finished second at the leadership convention.


Liberals were returned to power in the 1993 vote and Mr. Martin was sworn in as Minister of Finance. He served in that role from November 1993 until June 2002.
In the months leading up to the November 2003 Liberal Leadership Convention, Mr. Martin garnered unprecedented support from Liberals right across the country.


As Prime Minister, Mr. Martin succeeded in negotiating a ten year, 41 billion dollar plan to improve health care and reduce wait times.  He signed agreements with all provinces to establish a national early learning and child care program.  And under his leadership in November 2005, the Canadian Government reached an historic consensus with Canada’s provinces, territories, First Nations, Métis and Inuit people that would eliminate the gaps between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians in the areas of health, education, housing and economic opportunity. It became known as the Kelowna Accord.

During his time as finance minister, Canada recorded five consecutive budget surpluses, erased a $42 billion deficit, paid down more than $36 billion in debt, invested in health care and other key priorities and put in place the largest tax cuts in Canadian history.

As Canada’s finance minister, Mr. Martin was highly regarded on the world stage and represented Canada at a series of international summits. In September 1999, he was named inaugural chair of the G-20, an international group composed of G-7 nations and emerging market nations. He is respected internationally in part for his leadership in forging a new world financial order in which emerging economies would be prevented from plunging into ruinous financial crises. 

Mr. Martin studied philosophy and history at St. Michael’s College at the University of Toronto and is a graduate of the University of Toronto Law School. He was called to the bar in Ontario in 1966.

Before entering politics, he had a distinguished career in the private sector as a business executive at Power Corporation of Canada, in Montreal, and as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Canada Steamship Lines. In addition, he has been active with a wide range of community and service organizations.

He married Sheila Ann Cowan in 1965. Their first son, Paul, was born in 1966. Their second son, Jamie was born three years later and their youngest son, David, was born in 1974.  David and his wife Laurence are the proud new parents of their son Ethan.
Bob Meyers 
National Press Foundation
Bob Meyers joined the National Press Foundation in 1993 as director of its Washington Journalism Center. He was appointed President of the foundation in 1995. From 1989 to 1993 Meyers was director of the Harvard Journalism Fellowship for Advanced Studies in Public Health. He is a former reporter for the Washington Post, and a former assistant city editor at the San Diego Union. He has written two books, Like Normal People and D.E.S.: The Bitter Pill. Educated in the New York City public schools system and at UCLA, Mr. Meyers was awarded an academic fellowship at Harvard's Center for Health Communication in 1987-88. He is a member of the Fellowship Advisory Board of the Rosalynn Carter Fellowships for Mental Health Journalism. He has lectured at Harvard's Kennedy School of Government and Tsinghua University in Beijing.
Kathleen Newland
Migration Policy Institute
Kathleen Newland is Director and co-founder of the Migration Policy Institute, an independent think-tank dedicated to international migration and refugee issues. Prior to founding MPI in July 2001, she co-directed the International Migration Policy Program at the Carnegie Endowment. Her work focuses on migration and development, refugee policy and international migration management. She also sits on the Board of the International Rescue Committee. From 1988-92, Ms. Newland was a member of the International Relations faculty of the London School of Economics. She is the author or editor of six books and 11 shorter monographs as well as numerous chapters and articles.

Francesco Olivieri
Former Sherpa, Italy
As a professional diplomat with the Italian Foreign Service for close to 40 years until 2006, he has served in the US, Venezuela, the European Community and China (as DCM), then as Ambassador to Czechoslovakia (then to the Czech Republic after the split in 1993), Croatia, the OECD, the IEA and the European Space Agency. He chaired the Committee for Non-Member Countries at the OECD (2001-2004), and was elected Vice-Chair of the Governing Board of the IEA over the same period. He was the Diplomatic Adviser to the Foreign Trade Minister of Italy, Renato Ruggiero, during the Uruguay Round trade negotiations(1988-1991), and to Prime Ministers D’Alema (1999-2000) and Amato (2000-2001), and concurrently their Personal Representative to the G7/G8, through the Italian Presidency in 2001.   He is currently a consultant in the private sector, on international trade and energy issues.   He was born in Rome, graduate from the Faculty of Law, Rome State University (La Sapienza) and can speak Italian, English, French, and Spanish.
Maureen O’Neil 
President, International Development Research Centre

Maureen O’Neil is President of the International Development Research Centre (since April 1997).  Previous positions include Interim President of the International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development, President of the North-South Institute, and Deputy Minister of Citizenship for the Government of Ontario.

Ms. O’Neil is a member of the International Board of Governors of the Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) and member of the Advisory Council on Corporate Social Responsibility of Canada’s Export Development Corporation.  She is also a Fellow of the School of Policy Studies of Queen’s University.  She has been a member and/or Chair of numerous Boards, including:  the Board of Governors of Carleton University (Chair); the Board of Directors of the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA); the Policy Advisory Group of the UK Department for International Development; the Board of Trustees of the American University of Beirut; the Markle Foundation’s Global Digital Opportunity Initiative; the World Economic Forum’s Digital Divide Supervisory Committee (co-chair); the Advisory Board to the Minister of Foreign Affairs; the International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development (Chair); the Canadian Foundation for the Americas (Chair); and the Institute for Women, Law and Development.  She has also represented Canada on the UN Commission on the Status of Women and on OECD committees, and has been a member of the UN Committee for Development Planning and the Board of the UN Research Institute for Social Development. 

Ms. O’Neil has a BA in Sociology from Carleton University and Honorary LLDs from Carleton University and Wilfrid Laurier University.

Edward Parson 
Professor, University of Michigan
Edward (Ted) Parson is Professor of Law and Professor of Natural Resources and Environment at the University of Michigan. His research examines international environmental policy, the role of science and technology in public policy, and the political economy of regulation. His recent articles have appeared in Science, Climatic Change, Issues in Science and Technology, the Journal of Economic Literature, and the Annual Review of Energy and the Environment. His most recent books are The Science and Politics of Global Climate Change (Cambridge, 2006, with Andrew Dessler), and Protecting the Ozone Layer: Science and Strategy (Oxford, 2003), which won the 2004 Harold and Margaret Sprout Award of the International Studies Association. 

Parson has chaired and served on several senior advisory committees for the National Academy of Sciences and the U.S. Government Global Change Research Program, including the Synthesis Team for the US National Assessment of Climate Impacts. In 2005, he was appointed to the National Advisory Board of the Union of Concerned Scientists. He has worked and consulted for the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, the United Nations Environment Program, the Office of Technology Assessment of the U.S. Congress, the Privy Council Office of the Government of Canada, and the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, and spent twelve years on the faculty of Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government. He holds degrees in Physics from the University of Toronto and in Management Science from the University of British Columbia, and a Ph.D. in Public Policy from Harvard. In former lives, he was a professional classical musician and an organizer of grass-roots environmental groups.
Vadim Poegli,
Vice Editor-in-Chief, Moskovsky Komsomolets Daily
Andrés Rozental

President, Council on Foreign Relations, Mexico

Andrés Rozental is Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Mexican Council on Foreign Relations, (Consejo Mexicano de Asuntos Internacionales), a non-profit “think tank” created in 2001 with the specific objective of providing a responsive institutional framework within which various sectors of Mexican society can contribute to a better understanding of how the global context influences Mexico, as well as what the country’s role in the world arena should be.

The Council is an autonomous, non-political association, without government ties, that constitutes an open, plural and independent forum for analysis and dialogue in order to provide input into the decision-making process and the shaping of foreign policy. 

Andrés Rozental was Mexico’s Ambassador to the United Kingdom from 1995 to 1997. He has been a career diplomat for more than 30 years, having served his country as Deputy Foreign Minister (1988-1994), Ambassador to Sweden (1983-88), Permanent Representative of México to the United Nations in Geneva (1982-83), as well as in various responsabilities within the Mexican Foreign Ministry and abroad. Since 1994, he holds the life rank of Eminent Ambassador of México.

In mid-1997, he left government to establish Rozental & Asociados, an international consulting firm specialized in providing political and economic advisory services to both Mexican and foreign companies, as well as in assisting multinational enterprises with their Latin American corporate strategies. Ambassador Rozental holds non-executive Board positions in important multinational corporations in Spain, the Netherlands, France, the United Kingdom and México.

Ambassador Rozental obtained his profesional degree in international relations from the Universidad de las Américas in México, and his Masters in International Economics from the University of Pennsylvania. He also did postgraduate studies at the University of Bordeaux in France. He has been a part-time professor of international relations at the ITAM university and a member of the editorial board of the Reforma newspaper. He is the author of four books on Mexican foreign policy and of numerous articles on international affairs. He is a member of the Board of Foreign Affairs en español. In June 2002, he was elected a member of the Board of the Stockholm-based International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) and is currently its Vice Chair. He is also a Member of the Inter-American Dialogue and is on the Board of the Pacific Council for International Policy. From 2007, he was appointed a Governor of  Canada’s International Development Research Center (IDRC) and from April 2007, Ambassador Rozental is a Senior Non Resident Fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C.

From December 1, 2000 to 31 December, 2001, Andrés Rozental served as Ambassador-at-large and special presidential envoy. On January 1 2002 he was elected Founding President of the Council for the period 2002-2006. During 2006,  he advised President Felipe Calderón on foreign policy during the campaign and transition periods.
Mohamed Shaker

Vice Chairman of the Board, Egyptian Council on Foreign Affairs

His Excellency Ambassador Dr. Mohamed Shaker is vice chairman of the board of the Egyptian Council on Foreign Affairs (ECFA).  The Council’s goal is to invigorate and stimulate the profound and far reaching interaction between Egypt and its regional and international environment.  Ambassador Shaker previously served as Egypt’s ambassador to the United Kingdom from 1988 to 1997 and to Austria from 1986 to 1988.  Ambassador Shaker has specialized in nuclear arms issues and was the President to the Third Preparatory Conference of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty and the author of a three volume treatise on the NPT's negotiation.  He is also the Chairman of the Sawiris Foundation for Social Development and the Chairman of the Board of the Regional Information Technology Institute (RITI) and Advisor to the Chairman of the Board of the Regional Information Technology Software and Engineering Centre (RITSEC). In 2002 he became a member of the Higher Council for Policies of Egypt’s National Democratic Party (NDP).  He has also been selected in October 2004 as a member of the Court on Values. Dr Shaker writes regularly in Egyptian, Arab and foreign periodicals.

Gordon Smith

Director, Centre for Global Studies, University of Victoria

Gordon Smith is the Executive Director of the Centre for Global Studies, and Adjunct Professor of Political Science at the University of Victoria.  Dr. Smith arrived at the University of Victoria in 1997 following a distinguished career with the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs, which included posts as Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1994-1997, Ambassador to the European Union in Brussels from 1991-1994, and Ambassador to the Canadian Delegation to NATO from 1985-1990.  He is the author (with Moisés Naím) of Altered States: Globalization, Sovereignty, and Governance (Ottawa: IDRC, 2000), co-editor (with Daniel Wolfish) of Who is Afraid of the State? Canada in a World of Multiple Centres of Power (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2001), co-editor (with Harold Coward) of Religion and Peacebuilding, as well as numerous book chapters and articles.  Since 1997, Dr. Smith is Chairman of Canada’s International Development Research Centre and Co-Chair of the Canada Corps. He currently holds positions as Chair of the Board of the Canadian Institute for Climate Studies, Visiting Professor at the Diplomatic Academy of the University of Westminster (London and Paris), Member of the Advisory Committee for the Conflict Analysis and Management Program at Royal Roads University and Associate Faculty, Member of the Canadian Group of the Trilateral Commission, and Co-Chair, Advisory Board, Consortium for Economic Policy and Research in Russia.  He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from M.I.T.

Diana Swain 
CBC
Diana Swain is the host of CBC’s daily one-hour news program, CBC News at Six in Toronto.  She also has a number of other network assignments, including work on CBC’s award-winning election programs.  Diana is a contributor to the CBC’s flagship news program The National, and frequently appears a substitute host on the program.

After working in private radio and television, Diana arrived at Canada’s public broadcaster in 1990.  She quickly moved from local news reporter to the role of correspondent for The National in 1993, covering Manitoba and Saskatchewan.  She then anchored the award-winning local news program in Winnipeg until 2001.  Diana’s coverage of the devastating 1997 “Flood of the Century” in Manitoba earned her a Gold Medal at the New York Festival of Film and Television.

In 2001, Diana was named as host of the CBC’s new primetime investigative news magazine, Disclosure.  Over the program’s three-year run, Diana covered stories in locales as far-reaching as Honduras, Aruba, and Italy, not to mention dozens more from around North America.

Diana assumed her current role in Toronto in 2004.

Among awards received in her career, Diana has been awarded the B’Nai Brith award for Human Rights reporting, and her work has twice been included in winning submissions for the Michener Award, Canada’s award for meritorious public service in journalism.

She is a five-time Gemini nominee, recognized for her reporting, writing and hosting.  Diana won the Gemini for Canada’s Best News Anchor in 2000.

Diana her family live in the Toronto area. 

Ramesh Thakur

Distinguished Fellow, Centre for International Governance Innovation
Dr Thakur is a Distinguished Fellow at the Centre for International Governance Innovation and Professor of Political Science at the University of Waterloo in Canada. Dr. Thakur is the former Vice Rector and Senior Vice Rector of the United Nations University (and Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations) from 1998-2007. Born in India, he has held full-time academic appointments in Fiji, New Zealand and Australia and visiting appointments elsewhere. He was a Commissioner on the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty and one of the principal authors of its report The Responsibility to Protect, and Senior Advisor on Reforms and Principal Writer of the UN Secretary-General’s second reform report. Educated in India and Canada, he has served on advisory bodies on peace and disarmament to the governments of Australia and New Zealand and currently serves on the advisory boards of several research institutions in Africa, Asia, Europe and North America. He is the author/editor of over thirty books, the most recent being From Sovereign Impunity to International Accountability: The Search for Justice in a World of States (2004), Making States Work: State Failure and the Crisis of Governance (2005), and International Commissions and the Power of Ideas (2005). His new book, The United Nations, Peace and Security: From Collective Security to the Responsibility to Protect, was published by Cambridge University Press in Summer 2006. He also writes regularly for the national and international quality press, including the Australian, Australian Financial Review, the Daily Yomiuri, die tageszeitung, the Globe and Mail, the Hindu, the International Herald Tribune and the Japan Times.
Erich Vogt
Senior Multilateral Policy Advisor, The World Conservation Union 

Erich Vogt was a lecturer at the Environmental Design and Rural development Department at the Ontario-based University of Guelph, and Senior Consultant at the Creative Associates International/CAII in Washington, DC and Networked Intelligence for Development/NIDI in Toronto. He worked with a team of media development and practioners and research associates designing media and communication vision strategies and programs for NGOs and multilateral and bilateral development agencies. He conducted cutting-edge research on the development of cultural industries (radio, television, film, music, multimedia, ICTs) in developing and transition countries at both instiutions. 
Erich was also a Team leader at the World Bank's External Relations Department, where he worked closely with the World Bank's president James Wolfensohn; Managing Editor and Lead Information Officer of the World Bank incubated Development Gateway Portal; and the head of the German Friedrich-Ebert Foundation's UN liaison office in Geneva and Bonn.

Erich holds a Ph.D. in Political Economics from the Free University of Berlin and an M.A. in Political Science from Indiana University. He was a professional journalism fellow at Stanford University and a member of the German National Swim team (many years ago). He has two daughters. 

George Weyerhaeuser

Senior Fellow, President’s Office WBCSD

George Weyerhaeuser joined the WBCSD in April 2006 on secondment from Weyerhaeuser Company.  At Weyerhaeuser he was senior vice president, technology.  In addition to research and development, he was also responsible for purchasing and transportation.  Previously he served as president of Weyerhaeuser Canada, Ltd.

At the WBCSD, George is working with the Energy and Climate Focus Area Team on technology and coordinating the organization’s response to biofuel issues.  He is responsible for the ongoing work of the Sustainable Mobility Project.  He is also looking at issues of innovation and technology as they impact sustainable development.

The WBCSD’s mission is to be a catalyst for change toward sustainable development and its objectives to promote eco-efficiency, corporate accountability and the eradication of poverty are in tune with what is required from business in a globalized world. 

He has a SM in Management from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a BA in Math and Philosophy from Yale. He is married with two children.

Ngaire Woods

Director, Oxford University
Ngaire Woods is Director of the Global Economic Governance Programme and Dean of Graduates at University College, Oxford. Her most recent book is The Globalizers: the IMF, the World Bank and their borrowers (Cornell University Press, 2006). She has previously published The Political Economy of Globalization (Macmillan, 2000), Inequality, Globalization and World Politics (with Andrew Hurrell: Oxford University Press, 1999), Explaining International Relations since 1945 (Oxford University Press, 1986), and numerous articles on international institutions, globalization, and governance. 
Ngaire Woods was educated at Auckland University (BA in economics, LLB Hons in law). She studied at Balliol College, Oxford as a New Zealand Rhodes Scholarship completing an M.Phil in International Relations (with Distinction) and D.Phil. She won a Junior Research Fellowship at New College, Oxford (1990-1992) and subsequently taught at Harvard University (Government Department) before taking up her Fellowship at University College, Oxford. 

In 2005-2006 Ngaire Woods was appointed by the IMF Board to a three-person panel to report on the effectiveness of the IMF's Independent Evaluation Office. Since 2002 she has been an Adviser to the UNDP's Human Development Report. She was a member of the Helsinki Process on global governance and of the resource group of the UN Secretary-General's High-Level Commission into Threats, Challenges and Change, and a member of the Commonwealth Secretariat Expert Group on Democracy and Development established in 2002 which reported in 2004. 

Other activities include: member of the Advisory Group of the Center for Global Development (Washington DC) and the Board of the Overseas Development Institute (London); editorial board of the series Cambridge Studies in International Relations; advisory boards of: Prospect (a British monthly); The Round Table: Commonwealth Journal of International Affairs; Demos (the British policy think-tank); the Journal of Global Social Policy; International Relations of the Asia Pacific; the Link Foundation for UK-NZ Relations; and the Wingate Foundation Scholarships Committee; Governor of the Ditchley Foundation.

Li Xin 
Senior Editior, Caijing Magazine
Li Xin is a graduate from University of Missouri Journalism School.  Xin was the bureau in Chief in Washington DC for Caijing and is currently in command of Caijing’s English and International Desk in Beijing.  Her focus is on international issues.
Lan Xue 
Executive Associate Dean of School of Public Policy and Management, Tsinghua University
Dr. Lan Xue is a professor in the School of Public Policy and Management and Executive Vice President of Development Research Academy for the 21st Century at Tsinghua University.  His teaching and research interests include public policy and management, science and technology policy, and crisis management.  Dr. Xue has a Ph.D. in Engineering and Public Policy from Carnegie Mellon University and taught at the George Washington University before returning back to China.  
Dr. Xue has consulted for many international organizations and government agencies and is on the advisory board of many government agencies in China.  He currently serves as a Vice President of China Association of Public Administration, Vice President of Chinese Association of Science of Science and S&T Policy, and Vice Chairman of the National Steering Committee for MPA Education.  He is also an adjust professor at Carnegie Mellon University, a member of the Visiting Committee for Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University and is on the Board of Governors of International Development Research Center (IDRC).  

