Biographies

Rolf Alter

Chief of Staff, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development

Mr. Rolf Alter is presently Chief of Staff of the Secretary-General, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), in Paris.

Formerly, he was Deputy Director for Public Governance and Territorial Development.

Mr. Alter, a German national, joined the OECD in 1991 as a senior economist and served in various capacities. 

Prior to the OECD, Mr. Alter was an economist in the Research Department of the International Monetary Fund, in Washington D.C. and moved later to the Fund's African Department.

Mr. Alter holds a doctorate degree from the University of Goettingen/Germany, following post-graduate work in Germany and the US.

Margaret Catley-Carlson
IDRC Governor and Chair of the Global Water Partnership
Margaret Catley-Carlson is actively involved in organizations that apply science and knowledge to national and international problems in freshwater governance, health, agriculture, environmental protection, international development and development finance.   Member of the UN Secretary General Advisory Board on Water, Chair of The Water Resources Advisory Committee for Suez of Paris, Patron and Past Chair of The Global Water Partnership, on the Board of the Library of Alexandria (Egypt).   Mrs. Catley-Carlson was president of CIDA, the Canadian International Development Agency (1983-89), and of the Population Council (91-99). She has Chaired CABI and the Board of ICARDA (Agricultural research in dry areas) in Syria,  Her professional career began as a career diplomat Canada; she has been Deputy Minister of Health in Canada, and Deputy Director (Operations) of UNICEF, with the rank of Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations.  She has received nine honorary degrees and became an Officer of Order of Canada in 2002.

Robert Fowler
Canadian Ambassador

During his 38 year Public Service career, Bob Fowler was the Foreign Policy Advisor to Prime Ministers Trudeau, Turner and Mulroney, Deputy Minister of National Defence, Canada’s longest serving Ambassador to the United Nations, Ambassador to Italy and the 3 Rome-Based UN Food Agencies, Sherpa for the Kananaskis G8 Summit (for which he chaired the creation of the Africa Action Plan), and the Personal Representative for Africa of Prime Ministers Chrétien, Martin and Harper. Mr. Fowler retired from the Federal Public Service in the fall of 2006, and is now a Senior Fellow at the University of Ottawa’s Graduate School of Public and International Affairs.

Paul Heinbecker

Former Ambassador to the UN

Distinguished Fellow, International Relations, Centre for International Governance Innovation

A career diplomat, Mr. Heinbecker’s early postings abroad were in Ankara, Turkey, Stockholm, Sweden and Paris at the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).  In Ottawa, he served, inter alia, as Director of the United States General Relations Division and as Chairman of the Policy Development Secretariat in External Affairs. Subsequently, he was appointed Minister (Political Affairs) in the Canadian Embassy in Washington where he spent four years working on the acid rain issue and political-military affairs. 

Mr. Heinbecker returned to Canada in 1989 as Prime Minister Mulroney's Chief Foreign Policy Advisor and speech writer and Assistant Secretary to the Cabinet for Foreign and Defence Policy. In 1992, he was named Ambassador to Germany, where he focused on fisheries, forestry and investment promotion. On return to the Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade he was appointed Assistant Deputy Minister for Global and Security Policy.  In that capacity, he helped develop Canada’s human security agenda including, pursuant to the international community’s failures in Rwanda and Bosnia, the creation of the independent International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty. He led the interdepartmental task force on Canadian participation in the Kosovo conflict and, as Canada’s G-8 Political Director, helped to negotiate the end of that war. He was also head of the delegation for the Climate Change Convention in Kyoto. 

In the summer of 2000, Mr. Heinbecker was appointed Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Canada to the United Nations. At the UN, he was a leading defender of the International Criminal Court, a proponent of multilateral cooperation on Iraq and an advocate of the Responsibility to Protect.  He led the delegation to the Human Rights Conference in Durban.

In 2004, Mr. Heinbecker joined the Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI) as a Distinguished Fellow and Wilfrid Laurier University as an adjunct professor and Director of the Centre of Global Relations.  He has written extensively and commented frequently in the electronic media on international relations, especially as regards United Nations reform, on which he has edited a book, US foreign policy, the Middle East, Afghanistan, Arms Control and Disarmament and Canadian foreign policy and diplomacy.  He teaches at Laurier and lectures at universities and other institutions in Canada and the USA.  Mr. Heinbecker is married to Ayse Koymen; the Heinbeckers have two daughters, Yasemin and Celine.

Barbara McDougall

Former Minister of Foreign Affairs
The Honourable Barbara McDougall is advisor to Toronto law firm Aird & Berlis on international matters and corporate governance. She is a former cabinet minister; her portfolios included Foreign Affairs, Employment and Immigration, and Privatization. She was also Minister of State for Finance. Since she retired (undefeated) from politics, she has served on a number of corporate boards of directors, including the Bank of Nova Scotia and AT&T Canada. Currently she is Chairman of the International Development Research Centre, and is the Crown's Special Representative to the Six Nations of the Grand River in resolving various land disputes. She is a regular commentator in print and on radio and television.

Rohinton Medhora 

Vice-President, Programs, IDRC 
Rohinton Medhora received his doctorate in economics in 1988 from the University of Toronto, where he also subsequently taught for a number of years.  He led the Micro Impacts of Macroeconomic and Adjustment Policies and Trade, Employment and Competitiveness initiatives at IDRC, and prior to his appointment as Vice-President was Director of the Social and Economic Policy program area there.  His fields of expertise are monetary and trade policy, and international economic relations.  His most recent publications are:  [with José Fanelli, editor], Financial Reform in Developing Countries,  London: Macmillan, 1998, and Finance and Competitiveness in Developing Countries, London: Routledge, 2001.

David Morrison
Communications Director, UNDP

David Morrison is Deputy-Assistant Administrator in UNDP’s external affairs bureau, which oversees fundraising, UN reform, communications and strategic partnerships (e.g. private sector, civil society).  He is also UNDP’s Chief Spokesperson.  He had previously served UNDP as an Advisor on Strategy and Partnerships (1999-00), and as a Junior Professional Officer in North Korea (1988-89).  He is the Founding President of NetAid (2000-04) (www.netaid.org) an award-winning non-profit organization that uses the Internet to educate, inspire and empower young people to fight global poverty.  From 1995 to 1999, he was a Director and Member of the Executive Board of the World Economic Forum in Geneva, where he developed and directed the program for the annual summit of world leaders in Davos.  He began his career in the Canadian Foreign Service, where his assignments included the Canadian Embassy in Havana and the Policy Staff for the 1995 Halifax G7 Summit.  He holds degrees from Yale and Oxford universities, and has been a Contributing Editor for Foreign Policy magazine. 
Francesco Olivieri

Former Sherpa, Italy

As a professional diplomat with the Italian Foreign Service for close to 40 years until 2006, he has served in the US, Venezuela, the European Community and China (as DCM), then as Ambassador to Czechoslovakia (then to the Czech Republic after the split in 1993), Croatia, the OECD, the IEA and the European Space Agency. He chaired the Committee for Non-Member Countries at the OECD (2001-2004), and was elected Vice-Chair of the Governing Board of the IEA over the same period. He was the Diplomatic Adviser to the Foreign Trade Minister of Italy, Renato Ruggiero, during the Uruguay Round trade negotiations(1988-1991), and to Prime Ministers D’Alema (1999-2000) and Amato (2000-2001), and concurrently their Personal Representative to the G7/G8, through the Italian Presidency in 2001.   He is currently a consultant in the private sector, on international trade and energy issues.   He was born in Rome, graduate from the Faculty of Law, Rome State University (La Sapienza) and can speak Italian, English, French, and Spanish.

Andrés Rozental

Chairman, Board of Trustees, Mexican Council of Foreign Relations

Andrés Rozental is Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Mexican Council on Foreign Relations, (Consejo Mexicano de Asuntos Internacionales), a non-profit “think tank” created in 2001 with the specific objective of providing a responsive institutional framework within which various sectors of Mexican society can contribute to a better understanding of how the global context influences Mexico, as well as what the country’s role in the world arena should be.

The Council is an autonomous, non-political association, without government ties, that constitutes an open, plural and independent forum for analysis and dialogue in order to provide input into the decision-making process and the shaping of foreign policy. 

Andrés Rozental was Mexico’s Ambassador to the United Kingdom from 1995 to 1997. He has been a career diplomat for more than 30 years, having served his country as Deputy Foreign Minister (1988-1994), Ambassador to Sweden (1983-88), Permanent Representative of México to the United Nations in Geneva (1982-83), as well as in various responsabilities within the Mexican Foreign Ministry and abroad. Since 1994, he holds the life rank of Eminent Ambassador of México.

In mid-1997, he left government to establish Rozental & Asociados, an international consulting firm specialized in providing political and economic advisory services to both Mexican and foreign companies, as well as in assisting multinational enterprises with their Latin American corporate strategies. Ambassador Rozental holds non-executive Board positions in important multinational corporations in Spain, the Netherlands, France, the United Kingdom and México.

Ambassador Rozental obtained his profesional degree in international relations from the Universidad de las Américas in México, and his Masters in International Economics from the University of Pennsylvania. He also did postgraduate studies at the University of Bordeaux in France. He has been a part-time professor of international relations at the ITAM university and a member of the editorial board of the Reforma newspaper. He is the author of four books on Mexican foreign policy and of numerous articles on international affairs. He is a member of the Board of Foreign Affairs en español. In June 2002, he was elected a member of the Board of the Stockholm-based International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) and is currently its Vice Chair. He is also a Member of the Inter-American Dialogue and is on the Board of the Pacific Council for International Policy. From 2007, he was appointed a Governor of  Canada’s International Development Research Center (IDRC) and from April 2007, Ambassador Rozental is a Senior Non Resident Fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington, D.C.

From December 1, 2000 to 31 December, 2001, Andrés Rozental served as Ambassador-at-large and special presidential envoy. On January 1 2002 he was elected Founding President of the Council for the period 2002-2006. During 2006,  he advised President Felipe Calderón on foreign policy during the campaign and transition periods.

Shyam Saran

Special Envoy of the Prime Minister of India
Mr. Shyam Saran was born on 4th September 1946.  He belongs to the 1970 batch of the Indian Foreign Service.  From 1971 to 1974, he served in Commission of India, Hong Kong as Third Secretary.  Thereafter, he was posted to Embassy of India, Beijing, from 1974 to 1977, where he served as Second Secretary and later as First Secretary.  Mr. Saran served at the Headquarters of the Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi, as Under Secretary and Deputy Secretary from 1977 to 1979.

During July-November 1979, Mr. Saran participated as Fellow, United Nations’ Disarmament Programme in Geneva, Vienna and New York, and thereafter, till June 1983, he served as First Secretary in the Permanent Mission of India, Geneva, as Alternate Representative to the Conference on Disarmament.  Subsequently, till September 1986, he was Counsellor and later Charge d’Affaires of the Embassy of India, Beijing.  Thereafter, he served as Deputy Chief of Mission in Embassy of India, Tokyo, till August 1989.

Mr. Saran served again at Headquarters, New Delhi, as Joint Secretary heading the Economic Division, the Multi-Economic Relations Division, and the East Asia Division of the Ministry of External Affairs.  Thereafter, he served as Joint Secretary in the Prime Minister’s Office, New Delhi, till December 1992, looking after External Affairs, Defence and Atomic Energy.

In 1992, Mr. Saran was appointed as High Commissioner of India to Mauritius where he worked till April 1997.  After Mauritius, he served as Ambassador of India to Myanmar from April 1997 to July 2001.  He has served as Ambassador of India to Indonesia from August 2001 to October 2002 and Nepal from November 2002 to July 2004.  Mr. Saran served as Foreign Secretary from August 2004 to September 2006.

Since October 2006, Mr. Saran has been appointed as Special Envoy of Prime Minister on Indo-US Nuclear Deal.   Mr. Saran holds a Post Graduate degree in Economics.  His mother tongue is Hindi and apart from English, he knows Chinese and French.  He is married and has one son and a daughter. 

John Sewell

Senior Scholar, Woodrow Wilson Centre

John W.  Sewell is a Woodrow Wilson Center Senior Scholar. His current policy and research interests focus on how globalization has affected the American national interests in the developing world and the changes in U.S. development policy that are needed to deal with the challenges of the 21st Century., He has recently published a Wilson Center policy paper entitled The Realpolitik of Ending Poverty: An Action Plan for American Foreign Policy. Sewell is the former President of the Overseas Development Council (ODC). He has written extensively on globalization and development issues and is co-author of a proposal for a “Globalization Summit” which would bring together a representative group of leaders from industrial countries, emerging economies, and poorer countries to discuss the policies needed to deal with the challenges of globalization.

He served for many years on the Board of Director of The International Center for Research on Women, including as Vice Chairman. Currently, he is Chair of the Board of New Rules for Global Finance, an NGO working on reform of the international financial institutions, and serves on the advisory board of Global Governance.

David Victor

Director, Stanford University Program on Energy and Sustainable Development

David Victor is Professor of Law at Stanford Law School and Director of the Program on Energy and Sustainable Development at Stanford University.  The Program, launched in September 2001, focuses on reform of electric power markets, the geopolitical consequences of newly emerging global natural gas markets, energy services for the world’s poor, and managing climate change and other environmental consequences of modern energy systems.  Much of the Program’s research concentrates in Brazil, China, India, Mexico and South Africa.  He teaches energy law and regulation at Stanford Law School. 

Previously, Dr. Victor directed the Science and Technology program at the Council on Foreign Relations in New York, where he remains Adjunct Senior Fellow and Director of the Council’s task force on energy.  At the Council his research focused on the sources of technological innovation and the impact of innovation on economic growth.  His research also examined global forest policy, global warming, and genetic engineering of food crops.  His Ph.D. is from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (Political Science and International Relations), his B.A. from Harvard University (History and Science).  

His publications include: Natural Gas and Geopolitics (Cambridge University Press, July 2006), The Collapse of the Kyoto Protocol and the Struggle to Slow Global Warming (Princeton University Press, April 2001; second edition July 2004);  Climate Change: Debating America’s Policy Options (New York: Council on Foreign Relations); Technological Innovation and Economic Performance (Princeton University Press, January 2002, co-edited with Benn Steil and Richard Nelson); and an edited book of case studies on the implementation of international environmental agreements (MIT Press, 1998).  He is author of more than 100 essays and articles in scholarly journals, magazines and newspapers, such as Climatic Change, The Financial Times, Foreign Affairs, International Journal of Hydrogen Energy, Nature, The New York Times, Science, and Scientific American, and The Washington Post. 

CFGS and CIGI 

John English

Executive Director, CIGI

John English is a Canadian academic who has also been very active in Canadian public life.  He served as a Liberal Member of Parliament between 1993 and 1997.  Subsequently, he served as a Special Ambassador for Landmines and as a Special Envoy for the election of Canada to the Security Council.  He has also served as President of the Canadian Institute of International Affairs; Chair of the Board of the Canadian Museum of Civilization and the Canadian War Museum; and is currently the Executive Director of the Centre for International Governance Innovation, Canada’s largest think tank devoted exclusively to the study of international affairs.  He is concurrently University Professor of History and Political Science at the University of Waterloo as well as the General Editor of the Dictionary of Canadian Biography.

He has written many books and articles and was the official biographer of former Canadian Prime Minister Lester Pearson.   He has just completed Volume One of a Two Volume  biography of Pierre Trudeau.

He is a Member of the Order of Canada, a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada, and a recipient of many literary awards.  

Gordon Smith

Executive Director, Centre for Global Studies, University of Victoria

Gordon Smith is the Executive Director of the Centre for Global Studies, and Adjunct Professor of Political Science at the University of Victoria.  Dr. Smith arrived at the University of Victoria in 1997 following a distinguished career in the Canadian Government and in particular with the Canadian Department of Foreign Affairs, which included posts as Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs from 1994-1997, Ambassador to the European Union in Brussels from 1991-1994, and Ambassador to the Canadian Delegation to NATO from 1985-1990.  He is the author (with Moisés Naím) of Altered States: Globalization, Sovereignty, and Governance (Ottawa: IDRC, 2000), co-editor (with Daniel Wolfish) of Who is Afraid of the State? Canada in a World of Multiple Centres of Power (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2001), co-editor (with Harold Coward) of Religion and Peacebuilding, as well as numerous book chapters and articles, and an editor for Global Governance journal.  He currently holds positions as Chair of the Board of the Canadian Institute for Climate Studies, Visiting Professor at the Diplomatic Academy of the University of Westminster (London and Paris), Member of the Advisory Committee for the Conflict Analysis and Management Program at Royal Roads University and Associate Faculty, and Member of the Canadian Group of the Trilateral Commission. He holds a Ph.D. in Political Science from M.I.T.

Barry Carin 

Associate Director, Centre for Global Studies, University of Victoria
Dr. Barry Carin was High Commissioner of Canada to Singapore between 1996 and 2000.  Prior to that he was Assistant Deputy Minister Trade and Economic Policy with Canada's Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade where his responsibilities included Foreign Affairs Sous-Sherpa for four G7 Summits and leader of the branch responsible for the conduct of international trade and investments negotiations, including disputes settlement.  He was also the Canadian representative on the Executive Committee of the OECD.  Barry Carin holds a Ph.D in Economics from Brown University and an Honours B.A. in Political Science and Economics from McGill University.

Clint Abbott

CIGI

Clint Abbott recently joined the Centre for International Governance Innovation (CIGI), an international think tank based in Waterloo, Ontario, and is focusing on the newly established theme of International Law, Institutions and Diplomacy. Concurrently, Clint also holds a Balsillie Fellowship and is pursuing his PhD in Global Governance in the joint University of Waterloo/Wilfrid Laurier University program. Clint is a Non-Resident Research Associate with the Centre for Global Studies (CFGS) at the University of Victoria, where he was based from 2001 to 2007 and held the position of Assistant Director, Globalization and Governance. He also continues to serve as a Business Consultant for the Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium.  Primary research interests include multilateral governance issues, with a specific focus on institutions, mechanisms and architectures and the examination of the efficacy of summitry as a networked governance method, including the reform of the G8 in terms of representation, legitimacy and process. Past research projects include Low-carbon Energy Futures, Iraqi Marshlands Governance, The Global Knowledge and Development Project (in conjunction with FORO Nacional/Internacional in Peru), Effective Strategies to Realize NEPAD, and Enhancing Accountability in the International Monetary Fund (IMF).  Clint has a BSc in Biology and Environmental Studies, a MBA with an international specialization, and subsequently completed a Master's thesis in Geography. His thesis, published in 2004, focused on energy poverty in Senegal and was a central part of a CIDA-funded project that collaborated with the international research NGO, Environnement et Developpement du Tiers Monde (ENDA -TM).

Neve Peric

CIGI
Jennifer Swift

Project Coordinator, CFGS

Jennifer Swift is the Project Coordinator for the division of Globalization and Governance at the Centre for Global Studies. She is involved in researching G8 Summit reform, Energy Security, Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Low Carbon Energy Futures. Jennifer completed an Honours BA in International Comparative Studies and Sociology at the University of Western Ontario. She has been actively involved in development projects overseas in Costa Rica and Belize. In addition, she is an avid traveler, traveling extensively through Europe, South East Asia, Central America and Africa increasing her understanding of culture, lifestyle and the impacts of globalization and development. A Vancouver native, Jennifer has decided Victoria is a great place to continue personal growth and learning while offering skills to the Centre for Global Studies. She is in the process of researching masters programs where she can continue focusing on equitable global opportunity and social justice.

Nicole Bates-Eamer

Research Assistant, CFGS

Nicole Bates-Eamer joined the Centre for Global Studies in December 2007 as a Research Assistant for the Globalization and Governance Project.  Her current research focuses on G8 Summit reform.   
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Prior to CFGS, Nicole worked in Tanzanian Refugee camps as a Project Coordinator for Right To Play.  She has her MA in International Affairs from the Norman Paterson School of International Affairs at Carleton University, during which she interned at the Senate of Canada researching Children’s Rights.  Nicole has her BA in History from the University of Memphis.
